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D[srg]gE:TFcoogggl FROM: M, J. Bulmer MY REF: GJBMHET -
== YOUR REF:

DATE: 13™ March 2007

Dear Addressee

Review of Hac’kn'ev Carriage and Private Hire Conditions
to rjeﬂect the Department for Transporf’s Best Practice Guidance

The Department for Transport has published to Local Authorities a ‘Best Practice
Guidance’ in connection with the operatjon of Hackney Carriage and Private Hire

Vehicles.

The Guidance is not mandatory, and it is up 1o individual Licensing Authorities to
reach their own decision on policy and individual licensing matters.

Before the Councii seeks to change any of the Licensing Conditions aiready
contained within its Hackney Carriage Deregulation Plan 2005-2008, it must consult

with various persons and representative bodies.

 The Council welcomes. the ‘Guidance’ and intends to use the Recommendations in
consuitation with other agencies, e.g. Police, Health and Safety; Taxi Trade Operators

and Dnvers Local Businesses, Residents and User Groups.

it is proposed to consult on the Licensing Conditions contained in Appendix 1 for a
~ minimum of 12 weeks and the responses will be returned for the information of the
Licensing and Environmental Committee. :

Please find enclosed Appendix 1 which outlines:

Reference to the ‘Best Practice Guidance’
- Current Licensing Conditions

Options to change

Decisions with reasons

The Council is not advocating a total Review of its Current Policy, only those items
which seem to be at variance with the ‘Best Practice Guidance’.

The document is circulated for the formal consultation of Wyre Forest District ’
Council’s stakeholders on how it should proceed, and is a draft document suggesting
the Council’s proposal for ensuring a balanced approach toward the licensing of

Taxis. ltis intended as a basis for discussion.
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~ Nothing in this draft is fo be taken as final, and all matters within it are open for
debate, and could be subject to change that reflects comments through the

consultation process.

This is your opportunity to comment on the Licensing Conditions in Appendix 1 to
ensure that it provides the local batance between the commercial interests of the Taxi

Trade and the local communities they serve and impact upon.

The Council seeks the views of all stakeholders within our community and you are
invited to make comment on the content of the recommended changes that you feel .

would promote the protection of the public.

The current Vehicle and Operator Licensing Conditions, Department for Transport's
Best Practice Guidance and related documents are on the Council’'s website at

www.wyreforestdc.qov.uk

A ‘hard’ copy is available from the Licensing Team, Planning, Health and Environment
Division, Wyre Forest District Council, Duke House, Clensmore Street, Kidderminster,

Worcs. DY10 2JX.

PLEASE NOTE THAT YOUR COMMENTS SHOULD BE RETURNED TO THE
COUNCIL BY 15 JUNE 2007,

“Yours faithfully
G . ..J . %t«%x

J. BULMER
Licensing Officer

Enc.
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