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WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL

DECISION BY CABINET MEMBER

January 2014

Fees and charges Kidderminster Town Hall 2014-15

OPEN

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY
STRATEGY THEME:

Stronger communities

CORPORATE PLAN THEME:

Delivering Together With Less

CABINET MEMBER:

Clir lan Hardiman

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER

Director of Community Environment and
Well Being

CONTACT OFFICER:

Kay Higman ext 2902

APPENDIX:

Fees and charges for Town Hall 2013 -14
and proposed for 2014 -15

1.1

2.1

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

PURPOSE OF REPORT

To authorise the Director of Community Well Being and Environment to amend fees
and charges for Kidderminster Town Hall for 2014 -15 in accordance with the
appendix attached and to remove the grant of £6,150 which is currently available to

community groups.

RECOMMENDATION

The Director of Community Well Being and the Environment be authorised to amend
the fees and charges for Kidderminster Town Hall for 2014 -15 to take effect on the 1°
April 2014 and the Council cease to provide grant aid by way of discount to hire
charges for community groups and an amendment to the budget be made to reflect

this from 1% April 2014.

BACKGROUND

The fees and charges for the Town Hall are approved annually along with the fees
and charges for the Council. The fees and charges attached have been taken into
consideration when revising the fees.

At present, various community groups are able to apply for discounts from the
standard hire charges. In the current financial year £6,150 was included in the budget
for this purpose and £3,133 has been claimed to date. To enable the Town Hall
income to be maximised it is recommended that this practice be ended.

A business and development plan is being produced and will be finalised by March
2014 for the Town Hall which will seek to establish a more commercial approach. The
new business model will review how to increase income and reduce expenditure.

This business plan/new approach will be taken to Overview and Scrutiny in March

2014.



4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

5.1

6.1

7.1

8.1

9.1

10.
101
10.2
10.3
11.

11.1

KEY ISSUES

The new fees and charges are important for the future development of the Town Hall
in accordance with the medium term financial strategy and a wider commercial
approach.

The main changes for the fees and charges are to band the charges for peak and off
peak and to ensure setting up time and derigging time is charged. The off peak band
has been created to promote and increase weekly daytime usage of the facility in
particular.

Some groups will pay more for their bookings but some will pay less depending on
timing of the bookings but overali the income for Kidderminster Town hall will increase.

The new fees and charges will incorporate the 5% increase in fees which was agreed
by Cabinet in November 2013.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The new charges and the removal of the grant aid will enable the Council to increase
income at the Town Hall and to encourage off peak usage.

LEGAL AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS

There are no identifiable legal or policy implications.

RISK MANAGEMENT

There are no risk management issues.

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT

An equality impact assessment has been carried out and there are no significant
issues to consider.

CONCLUSION

The fees and charges for 2014 -15 and removal of the grant aid should be agreed for
the future development of the Town Hall.

CONSULTEES
Cabinet Member for Community Well Being.

CMT.
All Members for Strong Leader Report.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

None.
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