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FINAL UPDATE 
WYRE  FOREST  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
10TH FEBRUARY 2015 

 
 

ADDENDA  AND  CORRECTIONS 

 
REFERENCE NO. PAGE ADDENDA AND CORRECTIONS 

   
PART A 
 

  

14/0501/FULL 16 Countryside and Conservation Officer – No badgers have 
been found on the site and the application only affects an 
area of hard standing.  As you have had an unconfirmed 
report of badger near by, it may be prudent to advise the 
applicant that prior to development a walk-over should be 
carried out to ensure no protected species have moved 
into the development site or its immediate surrounds. 

   
  Officer Comment - Officers are in receipt of a copy email 

and accompanying document submitted by a local resident 
(the public speaker) which has been circulated to all 
Members of the Planning Committee.  A copy of this 
submission, in full, is attached to the Addenda and 
Corrections Sheet for clarity and completeness. 
 
Furthermore, the Public Speaker has provided a transcript 
of the presentation he will be making to Planning 
Committee, and this too is attached to assist Members. 
 
Additional Condition – 
At no time shall sirens be used within the curtilage of the 
application site. 

   
14/0616/FULL 24 Amendment – Conditions to read: 

1.  The development shall be carried out strictly in 
accordance with the approved plans. 
 
2.  The obscurely glazed privacy screens shall be 
constructed in the positions shown on the approved plan 
(drawing no. 14-1575/2A) within 2 months of the date of 
the decision and retained at all times. 
 
3.  The existing raised platform (shown on the approved 
plan as beyond the area enclosed by privacy screens) 
shall be removed in its entirety within 2 months of the date 
of the decision. 
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14/0501/FULL 
 
With apologies for disturbing you, I am Greg Williams, resident at 7 Linden Avenue Kidderminster. 
  
As you will know from your papers regarding next Tuesday’s meeting of WFDC Planning 
Committee, Agenda item No. 5 relates to the resubmitted application 14/0501/FULL, the change 
of use of 197 Birmingham Rd Kidderminster to an Ambulance Response location. 
  
As you may also know, this is the second such application, the first (14/0023) having been 
refused by WFDC Planning Department. In this refusal, the following statement was provided:  
  
The proposed ambulance response post is considered incompatible with the residential nature of 
the area. The stationing of ambulances in this location is likely to have a significant impact on the 
amenity enjoyed by the occupants of nearby dwellings, specifically in terms of noise and 
disturbance from lights and sirens. The development would not be considered to accord with the 
requirements of Section 11, Paragraphs 123 and 125, of the National Planning Policy Framework 
  
Whilst these statements are true in every respect, sadly West Midlands Ambulance Service have 
seen fit to submit a second and essentially unchanged application. As part of this latter 
application, the views of Worcestershire Regulatory Services (Environment) and the Transport 
Planning Unit (Highways) have been sought, however neither currently support the Planning 
Department’s position. Accordingly, the guidance for the Committee is that this latter application 
is accepted. 
  
Throughout this process, four neighbours whose properties face this location – three in Linden 
Avenue who share a boundary with the location and one in Birmingham Road opposite – have 
opposed this application on the grounds of its environmental impact and road safety. This has 
been a difficult and lengthy process, in which we have established that the level of environmental 
impact will indeed be substantial, and the implications for road safety and usage unacceptably 
hazardous. Unquestionably, the impact on our lives and lifestyles will be significant, with 
inevitable disruption to sleep, amenity and our general way of life.  
 
To our knowledge the decisions made remotely by WRG and TPU have not benefited from a site 
visit, and there are serious questions relating to their knowledge and expertise of the local 
environment and detail of the application. However, it would appear that in the absence of 
support from at least one of these bodies, the application will be approved by the Committee de 
facto. In addition, we learn to our astonishment that we will have no further democratic redress 
(save for very expensive legal proceedings). For this reason, as we appear to be approaching 
the final decision point, we implore the members of WFDC Planning Committee to reconsider the 
current recommendation, and at the very least to insist that a full and accurate examination of the 
environmental impact and highways issues is properly conducted and assessed under 
emergency conditions. In this way, we can at least ensure that residents, councillors and the 
relevant statutory bodies are able to make a full and properly informed decision. 
  
We will be taking the opportunity to speak at the forthcoming meeting, however this will of course 
be no more than a brief overview of what is a very complex application and basis of objection. 
For this reason, and to assist with interpretation of the detail and issues relating to this 
application, may we ask that you take the 10 minutes needed to study our attached report. 
Should you wish, we are of course most happy to discuss or clarify the details and our views in 
more detail. 
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