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1.

Introduction

Purpose of the Statement of Consultation

11

This Statement of Consultation sets out the consultation that Wyre Forest

District Council has undertaken in producing the Proposed Submission version of the
Wyre Forest District Local Plan 2016-2036. It explains how consultation and
engagement has shaped the Local Plan.

1.2

This document has taken account of the representations received on the Pre-

Submission Publication version of the Local Plan (the Regulation 19 version) in
relation to soundness, legal compliance and the Duty to Co-operate.

Regulatory Context for Consultation and Engagement

1.3

This Statement of Consultation forms one of the proposed submission documents

referred to in Regulations 17, 19 & 22 of The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning)
(England) Regulations 2012 and has been prepared under these Regulations. Regulation 22
(1)(c) 2012 requires that a statement of consultation, including the following information, be
submitted alongside the development plan documents:

1.4

Which bodies and persons the local planning authority invited to make representations
under Regulation 18,

How those bodies and persons were invited to make representations under Regulation
18,

A summary of the main issues raised by any representations made pursuant to
Regulation 18,

How any representations were made pursuant to Regulation 18 have been taken into
account;

If representations were made pursuant to Regulation 20, the number of representations
made and a summary of the main issues raised in those representations; and

If no representations were made in regulation 20, that no such representations were
made.

Regulation 18 further states that a local planning authority must—

(1) (a) notify each of the bodies or persons specified in paragraph (2) of the
subject of a local plan which the local planning authority propose to prepare, and

(b) invite each of them to make representations to the local planning authority
about what a local plan with that subject ought to contain.

(2) The bodies or persons referred to in paragraph (1) are—
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(a) such of the specific consultation bodies as the local planning authority
consider may have an interest in the subject of the proposed local plan;

(b) such of the general consultation bodies as the local planning authority
consider appropriate; and

(c) such residents or other persons carrying on business in the local planning
authority’s area from which the local planning authority consider it appropriate to
invite representations

(3) In preparing the local plan, the local planning authority must take into account
any representation made to them in response to invitations under paragraph (1).

Duty to Co-operate

1.5 This statement of consultation provides a record of the stages of consultation that
have been carried out on the Local Plan. However, the Council also has a duty to co-
operate with other local planning authorities and other prescribed bodies in the
formulation of development plan documents. This ‘duty to co-operate’ is a requirement
of Section 33A of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, as inserted by the
Localism Act 2011. Under the latest National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2019,
a requirement is placed on local planning authorities to produce Statements of Common
Ground to detail cross boundary planning matters.

1.6  Full details of how the Council has engaged with those bodies is available in the
Statements of Common Ground, which will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate.
Please note that these Statements of Common Ground were produced without the
benefit of any specific detailed guidance so will need to be reviewed as appropriate.
Furthermore, as Duty to Co-operate discussions continue it is likely that progress will
need to be documented further.

Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)

1.7  The Council’'s Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) 2013 sets out how the
Council will consult on planning policy documents and planning application decisions.
Paragraph 18 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires all local
planning authorities to produce an SCI. It is considered that the consultation processes
outlined in this Consultation Statement comply with the SCI and NPPF. The adopted
SCI can be viewed here: https://www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/media/89733/Statement-of-
Community-Involvement.pdf
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2.  Wyre Forest District Local Plan Context

2.1  Since 2015, Wyre Forest District Council has been working towards the
preparation of the Local Plan for the period 2016 — 2036. The Local plan sets out the
policies and plans to guide future development within Wyre Forest District up to 2036.
It will be the statutory document against which individual planning applications are
determined. The Local Plan therefore has a key role in shaping the future of the
district.

2.2 The Council has consulted extensively on the development of the Local Plan.
The key public consultation stages are listed below:

e |Issues and Options consultation — September/October 2015

e Preferred Options (Regulation 18) consultation — June/August 2017

e Pre-Submission Publication (Regulation 19) consultation — November/December
2018

e Pre-Submission Publication (Regulation 19) reopened consultation —
September/October 2019

2.3 Figure 1 shows the district boundary of Wyre Forest District.

Figure 1: Map of Wyre Forest District

Wyre Forest ’
District Council 1:65000
v, — - .

b
Crown Copyright 100018317 31 July 2019
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3. Issues and Options consultation on the Wyre Forest District Local
Plan Review

3.1 As part of the Local Plan Review, the Council produced an “Issues and
Options” document in 2015. This identified a number of potential options for
locating new development in Wyre Forest District and also asked questions about
the main issues and challenges which may affect the District both now and in the
future. This was the first stage of the Local Plan Review and it was not the purpose
of the Issues and Options document to allocate sites for future development.
Rather it identified some broad areas for potential development in the future to
encourage comment and debate. This did not necessarily mean that those broad
areas would be subject to development within the new plan period.

3.2  The six week public consultation on the Issues and Options document started on 1%
September 2015 and closed on 16" October 2015. The aim of the consultation was to
seek views on the issues the Council should be developing policies on and to put forward
potential options for a future development and growth strategy. It provided the opportunity
for local residents, businesses, key stakeholders and Duty to Co-operate partners to
submit further evidence or options for consideration.

3.3  The six week consultation period was undertaken in accordance with the
requirements set out in the Council’'s adopted SCI. A detailed consultation plan is shown
in Appendix 1 which provides further information on the consultation measures employed.
Comments could be submitted by post, email or online using the online consultation
portal. Four manned roadshows were undertaken by officers, a live twitter debate and a
presentation to the Parish Forum. The roadshows undertaken during the consultation
period were held at the dates and venues shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Roadshow events during the Issues & Options consultation (2015)

Date Time Venue

Saturday 5" September 2015 1lam to 3pm Stourport Carnival

Sunday 6™ September 2015 10am to 2pm Bewdley Farmers’ Market
Saturday 12" September 2015 | 10am to 2pm Weavers Wharf, Kidderminster
Thursday 17" September 2015 | 10am to 3pm Kidderminster Market

3.4  The consultation generated a high response rate of 1631 comments in total.
Appendix 2 sets out a summary of the comments received in relation to each section
of the document, and the Officer response to the issues raised detailing how they
would be taken into account in the next stage of plan making. The responses received
and the Officer comments were reported to Cabinet on 22" December 2015. Al
responses received were used to help develop the Preferred Options (Regulation 18)
stage of the Local Plan Review.

3.5 Responses were received from local residents, key stakeholders, Duty to Co-
operate partners and private sector/landowner interests. Generally the document was
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well received due to its identification of potential growth options to encourage open
debate about the District’s future development strategy.

3.6  There was continued support (particularly amongst local residents) for brownfield
regeneration of the main towns and retention of the Green Belt. However, private sector
representatives raised concerns over the viability and deliverability of brownfield sites
and also that the Local Plan should be capable of meeting the District’'s housing needs
in full.

3.7  Chapter 6 of the Issues and Options document set out 7 potential broad
options for accommodating future growth within the District. The responses
received to these broad options are summarised below:

e Option 1 (Brownfield regeneration which focuses on the main towns of
Kidderminster and Stourport) — there was general support for the focus on
brownfield regeneration. However, the development industry had concerns over
deliverability and considered that all allocations should be comprehensively reviewed.
There should be a continued emphasis on the main towns but a mix of brownfield and

greenfield sites should be allocated.

e Option 2 (Brownfield regeneration focussed on the main towns and expansion of
Kidderminster to the North East via a sustainable urban extension) — There was
some support for this option. It was felt that the focus here should be on the former Lea
Castle Hospital site. There was great concern over the impact of increased traffic on
Hurcott Lane and the SSSI. Private Sector interests feel that the Area of Development
Restraint (ADR) sites should also be prioritised although local residents were

concerned over the loss of Green Belt land.

e Option 3 (Brownfield regeneration focussed on the main towns and expansion of
Kidderminster to the South East via a sustainable urban extension) — Many
objections were received to this option from local residents on the Spennells Housing
Estate. They had particular concerns over the impact on the open countryside and on
the transport network of the housing estate. They considered that there would be
adverse impact on recreational opportunities and that infrastructure requirements
would be significant. However, there was a level of support from the development

industry for this option.

e Option 4 (Brownfield Regeneration Focus for Stourport) — There was widespread
support for the brownfield regeneration of Stourport, with many people stating that
there are enough sites available. However, private sector interests put forward land at
Areley Kings for consideration which isn’t in the Green Belt. Developer interests had
concerns over the deliverability of the Stourport Relief Road and associated potential

restrictions on new development coming forward.
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Option 5 (Allocate some development to Bewdley through an amendment to the
town’s settlement boundary to accommodate new development) — Whilst many
local residents wish to see only modest development in and around Bewdley, concerns
were raised over low housing completions for the town and the need to address local
housing needs. There were many concerns over traffic impacts on the Welch Gate Air
Quality Management Area. A number of land owners put forward sites and they
considered that the settlement boundary should to be redrawn to provide some new
development opportunities for the town during the plan period.

Option 6 (Allocate more development to the villages and settlements within the
District’s Rural East) — There is not much enthusiasm for allocating development to
villages in the east of the District. However some people feel that modest growth could
be allocated to the larger villages. Some respondents felt that more should be made of
transport links via Blakedown Rail Station. The main concern is that new development
should be proportionate to the size of the villages.

Option 7 (Allocate more development to the villages and settlements within the
District’'s Rural West) — Whilst a number of sites have been put forward by
landowners to the west of the District, many respondents (both residents and private
sector interests) felt that this option was the most unsustainable strategy because of
poor access to local services and increased trip generation. Small amounts of infill
development could come forward in response to local housing need.
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4. Preferred Options (Regulation 18) consultation on the Wyre
Forest District Local Plan Review

4.1 Updated and new technical evidence base documents produced, the
Sustainability Appraisal and the consultation responses received from the Issues
and Options stage were used to help shape the Preferred Options for the District’s
future development strategy. A public consultation took place on the Preferred
Options (Regulation 18) stage of the Plan Review during Summer 2017.

4.2  The Preferred Options consultation represented the second stage in the
review of the District’'s Local Plan. The first stage was the Issues and Options
consultation in late 2015. The aim of the Preferred Options consultation was to seek
views on:

e Consultees’ preference for a more concentrated spatial strategy (Option A in
the document) or a more dispersed spatial strategy (Option B in the
document) with their inherent advantages and disadvantages;

e The Strategic Policies that arise from the spatial strategy;

e The Development Management Policies that will be required to support the
implementation of the proposed Plan;

e The sites proposed for allocation that will be required to support the
implementation of the Plan.

4.3 Consultation at this stage provided an opportunity for local residents,
businesses, key stakeholders and Duty to Co-operate partners to comment on the
progress made up to this stage by the Council as it formulated its new local plan. It
also provided consultees an opportunity to provide further evidence, options or sites
for consideration. Comments could be made on any of the sites and suggestions for
new sites were also encouraged through the Call for Sites that took place during the
consultation period.

4.4 The responses received to this consultation were used to inform the
development of the Pre-Submission Plan. The Preferred Options document took
account of:

e The extensive evidence base that had been built up since 2015;

e The Issues and Options consultation reported in December 2015 to Cabinet;

e Duty to Co-operate conversations with neighbouring authorities, the County
Council, relevant Statutory Organisations and key infrastructure providers;

e Advice received from the Local Plans Review Panel;

e Advice received from the Portfolio Holder and associated conversations with
Cabinet.
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4.5 An important factor in demonstrating the soundness of the Local Plan relates
to being able to show wide public engagement in its development. Public
consultation is required by Regulation 18 of the Town & Country Planning (Local
Planning) (England) Regulation 2012.

4.6 Consultation for the Preferred Options stage was carried out in accordance
with the District Council’s adopted Statement of Community Involvement (2013) and
with specific and general consultation bodies as set out by the Town & Country
Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012.

4.7 A Consultation Plan was produced (as shown in Appendix 3), which set out the
measures which the Council would take in order to engage stakeholders and the
wider community in the Preferred Options consultation. It included specific details on

the proposed dates, timescales and consultation methods that Officers intended to
use. At the Cabinet meeting on 14™ June 2017 it was decided that “the public
consultation on the Preferred Options Consultation be undertaken in accordance
with the Consultation Plan” (as shown in Appendix 3 of this report).

4.8 The Preferred Options consultation was held over an 8 week period. It started
on 15" June 2017 and closed at 5pm on 14" August 2017. During the consultation
period the Council sought views on the Preferred Options document and its
associated evidence base. The Preferred Options consultation was the main
consultation opportunity for the community and other stakeholders to comment and
influence the sites that the Council had identified at this stage as being the most
suitable to allocate for development purposes. The consultation was held in
accordance with the Town and Country (Local Planning) (England) Regulations
2012, as set out in the SCI. Comments could be submitted by post, email or online
using the online consultation portal. Eight drop-in sessions were undertaken during
the consultation period and were held at the dates and venues shown in Table 2.

Table 2: Drop-in sessions during the Preferred Options (Reg 18) consultation (2017)

Date

Time

Venue

Monday 10™ July 2017

3:45pm to 8pm

Heronswood Primary School,
Spennells, Kidderminster

Wednesday 19" July 2017

2pmto 7pm

The Wyre Room, St Georges
Hall, Load Street, Bewdley

Friday 21% July 2017

1pm to 5:30pm

Rowland Hill Centre,
Kidderminster

Saturday 22" July 2017

10am to 4pm

Offmore Evangelical Church
Hall, Kidderminster

Wednesday 26™ July 2017

1:30pm to 6:30pm

Areley Kings Village Hall,
Stourport

Friday 28" July 2017 2pm to 7pm Cookley Village Hall
Saturday 29" July 2017 10am to 4pm Stourport Civic Hall
Friday 4™ August 2017 2pm to 7pm St Oswalds Church Centre,

Broadwaters Drive,
Kidderminster
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4.9 In order to meet the requirements of Regulation 18, the District Council notified
all of those people registered on its Local Plan consultation database to inform them
of the consultation and to invite them to make representations. A copy of this letter
can be found in Appendix 3. In order to publicise the proposals to residents and
businesses in the area, a leaflet was produced and distributed to households and
businesses within the district. The leaflet also notified residents of the consultation
drop-in sessions. A copy of the leaflet can be viewed in Appendix 3.

4.10 A total of 5029 responses were received to this consultation. A call for sites
exercise was also undertaken as part of the Preferred Options consultation. A total
of 51 sites were submitted for consideration through the call for sites. A summary of
the consultation responses received and the Officer responses to the issues raised
can be found in Appendix 4. A list of the sites submitted through the call for sites
with accompanying maps can also be found in Appendix 4.

4.11 The Summary of Consultation Responses for the Preferred Options consultation
(June 2017) details the key issues raised during the Preferred Options consultation
and how Officers responded and took issues into account for the next stage of plan
making. The Summary of Consultation Responses for the Preferred Options can be
found in Appendix 4.

4.12 On 24™ September 2018 and 15" October 2018 Local Plans Review Panel
(LPRP) also considered the consultation responses to the Preferred Options
consultation and gave feedback to officers regarding the officer comments to the
consultation responses. The Summary of Consultation Responses for the Preferred
Options (Appendix 4) was approved by Cabinet on 30" October 2018.

4.13 As aresult of the representations to the Preferred Options consultation, the
Council has progressed updates to various pieces of evidence in order to address the
technical issues that have arisen from the Regulation 18 consultation. Updates to the
evidence base have been undertaken for the following technical studies:

Objectively Assessed Housing Needs (now the Housing Needs Study)
Employment Land Review

Heritage Impact Assessment

Traffic Modelling

Ecological Appraisals

Strategic Flood Risk Assessment update

Water Cycle Study update

Infrastructure Delivery Plan update

Viability Assessment update

Green Belt Study update

Open Space, Built Facilities and Playing Pitch Strategies
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4.14  The findings of these updated technical studies have helped to inform the Pre-
Submission Publication (Reg 19) version of the Local Plan.
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5. Pre-Submission (Regulation 19) consultation on the Wyre Forest
District Local Plan 2016-2036

5.1  Following the Preferred Options consultation, work commenced on the Pre-
Submission Publication version of the Local Plan. Further technical evidence base
work was undertaken in relation to the proposed site allocations and the findings of this
with officer recommendations were presented to LPRP on 24™ September 2018 and
15" October 2018. LPRP thus reviewed the proposed site allocations and made their

recommendations to officers.

5.2  The Pre-Submission Publication document took account of:

e The extensive evidence base that has been built up since 2015;

e The Issues and Options consultation reported in December 2015 to Cabinet;

e The Preferred Options consultation reported to Overview and Scrutiny and
Cabinet in October 2018;

e Duty to Co-operate conversations with neighbouring local authorities, the County
Council, relevant Statutory Organisations and key infrastructure providers;

e Advice received from LPRP.

5.3 On 15™ October 2018 LPRP considered the proposed Local Plan Pre-
Submission Publication document (October 2018 version) in its entirety. This enabled
the LPRP to consider the draft policies, including the development strategy proposed for
the district. This October 2018 version of the Pre-Submission document and supporting
evidence base studies were then approved by Cabinet on 30™ October 2018. The
Regulation 19 consultation started on 1% November 2018 and ended at 5pm on 17™
December 2018. The Planning Policy team hosted eight drop-in sessions during the
consultation period where residents could come along and ask questions about the
Local Plan Pre-Submission Publication and view the documentation, including all the
technical evidence base studies. The drop-in sessions were held at the dates and

venues shown in Table 3.

Table 3: Drop-in sessions during the Pre-Submission (Reg 19) consultation (2018)

Date Time Venue
Friday 16™ November 2018 3pm — 7pm Cookley Village Hall
Saturday 17" November 2018 10am — 2pm Offmore Evangelical Church
Hall, Kidderminster
Tuesday 20™ November 2018 5:30pm — 8pm Heronswood Primary School,
Spennells, Kidderminster
Friday 23" November 2018 3pm — 7pm Areley Kings Village Hall
Saturday 24" November 2018 10am — 2pm Stourport Civic Hall
Tuesday 27" November 2018 3pm — 7pm St Georges Hall, Bewdley
Thursday 29" November 2018 | 3pm — 7pm Kidderminster Town Hall
Friday 30™ November 2018 3pm — 7pm St Oswalds Church Centre,

Broadwaters Drive,
Kidderminster

13 I Wyre Forest District Local Plan Review - Statement of Consultation (January 2020)




54 The Statement of Publication Consultation (2018) in Appendix 5 sets out how
the Pre-Submission consultation in 2018 was undertaken and who the Council
consulted. The report also provides a summary of the consultation responses received
and a summary of the main issues raised from consultees (produced in accordance
with Regulation 22 (c) (v)).

5.5 A total of 1043 consultation responses were received to the
November/December 2018 consultation. After the consultation period ended, the
Planning Policy team considered all the consultation responses received. Following
receipt of responses to that consultation, it was agreed with Worcestershire County
Council that the transport evidence would benefit from further clarification, and it was
therefore necessary to update some of the technical evidence base documents.

5.6 The sites to be included in the Pre-Submission document could be finalised only
when the technical evidence base studies were completed and consistent with other
evidence base documents due to their interdependency. The key studies that were
updated/produced were as follows:-

Transport evidence Base Paper (June 2019)

A450 Corridor Enhancement Report (June 2019)

SLC Rail Technical Note on Blakedown Station Car Park Needs (June 2019)
Infrastructure Delivery Plan (June 2019)

Viability Assessment Note (June 2019)

WFDC Golf Facility Review (June 2019)

Burlish Golf Course Vision document (June 2019)

5.7 These updates to the various evidence base studies led to sections of the Local
Plan Pre-Submission Document needing to be updated. As a result, the Local Plan
Pre-Submission Document (October 2018) required updates to the following sections:-

Foreword
Chapter 1 — Introduction and Context
Chapter 6 — A Sustainable Future: Development Strategy
Policy 8G — Site Provision for Travelling Showpeople
Chapter 10 — A Good Place to do Business — amendment to Table 10.0.1
Chapter 13 — Transport and Accessibility
Part C of Local Plan — Proposed Allocations to include:

o Site allocation at Blakedown and amendment to the settlement boundary for
Blakedown village.
Removal of Yew Tree Walk site AKR/18.
Site allocation LI/10 — a change to employment use.
Site allocation LI/12 — a change to Travelling Showpeople use.
Site allocation LI/13 — new employment site.
Minster Road Outdoor Sports Area.

o South Kidderminster Enterprise Park.

e Local Plan Policies Map updates

O O O O O
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5.8 Amendments to the Local Plan included an additional site allocation at Blakedown
for car parking for the railway station and residential use. Additional car parking is needed
at Blakedown railway station to meet the demand for car parking spaces for rail users on
the commuter line to the Black Country and Birmingham as evidenced in the SLC Rail
Technical Note on Blakedown Station Car Park (June 2019)*. In addition to the car
parking, housing development on the site would help towards meeting housing needs in
Blakedown.

5.9 The site allocation “Yew Tree Walk, AKR/18’ was removed from the Local Plan as
a number of issues came to light since the site was proposed. It has been concluded that
the site does not meet the criteria for being on the Brownfield Land Register and should
therefore be removed from the Local Plan. This is because there is no evidence that the
site was used for the extraction of sand and gravel and there is no evidence to show that
it has been previously developed as defined by the NPPF. There is also concern over the
stability of land and the practicality of actually building on the site which would have
implications for the deliverability of this site.

5.10 There was also an amendment made to the location of the Travelling
Showpeople site (now site LI/12) and the addition of a new employment site (LI/13). In
the Pre-Submission Local Plan consulted on in November 2018, the site LI/10 was
allocated as the site for Travelling Showpeople. Since the 2018 consultation, further
discussions have been had with the Travelling Showpeople family and they have shown
preference for site LI/12 (which currently houses the former Burlish golf club house, shop
and storage shed). This site (LI/12) was a proposed allocation in the Local Plan for
employment use. These two sites have therefore been switched around to help meet the
needs of the Travelling Showpeople family. A new employment site (LI/13) was also
added into the Local Plan to help unlock employment use within this area and aid the
access route to site allocations LI/10 and LI/12. However, it is important to note that this
land is located within the Green Belt and would therefore result in the loss of 1.96ha of
green belt land.

5.11 The amendments to the Local Plan also included an amendment to the allocation
for Minster Road Outdoor Sports Area. This was following further evidence base work on
the former Burlish Golf Course site.

5.12 Amendments were also made to Chapter 6 of the Local Plan following updates to
the Council’s Five Year Housing Land Supply position and the Government’s introduction
of the Housing Delivery Test and changes to the Standardised Methodology for
calculating housing need.

5.13 The amendments to the Local Plan and the updated technical evidence base
documents were presented to LPRP for their consideration and recommendations on 1
July 2019. The amendments and updated technical evidence base were also considered

! https://www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/media/4583177/Blakedown-Station-Car-Park-Options-June-2019-.pdf
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by Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 4™ July 2019. Their subsequent
recommendations were reported to Cabinet at the meeting on 16™ July 2019.

5.14  On 16™ July 2019, Cabinet agreed to the following recommendations:

a) Approve the Local Plan Pre-Submission Publication documentation for the re-opened
public consultation (Regulation 19);

b) Agree the technical evidence base studies as part of the evidence base for the Local
Plan; and

c) Delegate authority to the Corporate Director: Economic Prosperity & Place in
consultation with the Cabinet Member for Economic Regeneration, Planning and
Capital Investments to make any necessary amendments to the consultation
documentation up to the launch of the consultation that may arise from the receipt of
additional information following this meeting.

5.15 At the Council’'s Cabinet meeting held on 16th July 2019, it was decided to reopen
the formal consultation in accordance with Regulation 19 of the Town and Country (Local
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 with all stakeholders on the Pre-Submission
Publication version (including the amendments document) of the Local Plan for Wyre
Forest District and the associated evidence base documents for six weeks starting on 2"
September 2019 and closing at 5pm on 14™ October 2019. This was to allow further
representations to be made on the Local Plan following updates to some of the evidence
base studies. A detailed summary of the consultation responses received for the 2019
consultation can be found in the Statement of Publication Consultation (2019) in Appendix 6.
This summary has been produced in accordance with Regulation 22(c) (v). The detailed
consultation summaries for the 2018 and 2019 Pre-Submission consultations (Appendix 5
and 6) will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for examination alongside this
Consultation Statement and the Local Plan itself.

5.16  The consultation included contacting individuals and organisations on the Local Plan
consultation database, public drop-in sessions, and information provided via the Council’s
website and social media. A number of press releases were issued and a leaflet was sent to
households and businesses within the district to notify them of the consultation.

5.17 The Planning Policy team hosted four drop-in sessions during the consultation
period where residents could come along and ask questions about the amendments to the
Local Plan Pre-Submission Publication and view the documentation, including all the
technical evidence base studies. The drop-in sessions were held at the dates and venues
shown in Table 4.
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Table 4: Drop-in sessions during the reopening of the Pre-Submission (Reg 19) consultation

(2019)

Date Time Venue

Wednesday 11" September 2019 | 3pm to 6pm Blakedown Parish Rooms, 18
Belbroughton Road, Blakedown,
DY10 3JG

Wednesday 18" September 2019 | 3pm to 7pm Corn Exchange, Kidderminster Town
Hall, DY10 1DB

Thursday 19" September 2019 2pm to 4:30pm Wribbenhall Parish Rooms, Bewdley,
DY12 1DQ

Saturday 28" September 2019 10am to 1pm Stourport Civic Hall, DY13 8UJ

5.18

In total, the Council received 1588 responses to the Regulation 19 consultations

held in 2018 and 2019. Of these, over 53% were from individuals, 25% from representatives
of organisations and the remaining from agents on behalf of either organisations or
individuals. Table 5 below shows the total number of responses received to the 2018 and

2019 consultations.

Table 5: Total responses received for the 2018 and 2019 Pre-Submission

consultations (Regulation 19)

Total Individuals | Organisations | Agents on
Responses behalf of
Organisations
or Individuals
Pre-Submission 2018 1043 548 289 206
Pre-Submission 2018 - Re-opened 266 166 57 43
2019
Amendments Document 2019 279 133 54 92
Totals: 1588 847 400 341
Percentages 53.34% 25.19% 21.47%

5.19

All consultation responses received by the Council for the Pre-Submission

consultations will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for the purposes of the
examination of the Local Plan. This includes the consultation responses received for both the
November/December 2018 consultation and the September/October 2019 consultation.
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6. Conclusion

6.1 The preparation of Wyre Forest District Council’s Local Plan (2016 — 2036)
provided several opportunities for members of the public, organisations and statutory
consultees to engage in the Local Plan process via four consultation exercises. The
regulation 18 consultation lasted 8 weeks. This was to ensure residents and other
stakeholders had sufficient time to look at the new proposals, particularly as it covered
the summer holiday period. The regulation 19 consultation was undertaken twice, the
first during November/December 2018 lasting for 7 weeks, and the second during
September/October 2019 lasting for 6 weeks, giving people ample time to respond.

6.2 The Council has used different ways to engage with the public, by making
documents available on website, in the Council’s offices and public libraries and at the
drop-in sessions held at different venues across the district. The Council also publicised
the consultations extensively through the use of social media, press releases, poster
displays and leaflet distributions. Consultation response forms for the Regulation 19
consultation were accepted by online survey, by email, post or hand delivered to the
Council House, the Hub or during the drop-in sessions. The Planning Policy team also
accepted comments during the Preferred Options (Reg 18) and Issues & Options
consultations from various sources such as online survey, emails and letters.
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7. Appendix
7.1 Appendix 1:

e Consultation Plan for the Issues and Options consultation (2015)
e |Issues and Options consultation leaflet

7.2 Appendix 2:
e |Issues and Options Consultation Responses (September 2015)

7.3 Appendix 3:

Consultation Plan for the Preferred Options (Reg 18) consultation (2017)
Letter sent to stakeholders (Reg 18)

Statutory and Specific Consultees Notified (Reg 18)

Preferred Options consultation leaflet (Reg 18)

Consultation Poster (Reg 18)

Consultation Response Form (Reg 18)

7.4 Appendix 4:
e Summary of Consultation Responses to the Local Plan Review Preferred
Options (Reg 18) consultation (June 2017)

7.5 Appendix 5:
e Statement of Publication Consultation (Regulation 22 (c) (v) Statement) for the
WFDC Pre-Submission Consultation (November/December 2018)

7.6 Appendix 6:
e Statement of Publication Consultation (Regulation 22 (c) (v) Statement) for the
WFDC Pre-Submission Consultation (September/October 2019)
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