Agenda Item No. 7

Council, 25 September 2024
Leader’s announcements

After an initial flurry of local government announcements by the new Government,
things have been somewhat quieter over the summer recess. More details are
awaited about the devolution framework and the future of important funding streams
such as the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. It seems likely that we will hear more as
part of or around the time of the Chancellor’'s Budget on 30 October.

Colleagues will have seen that the Cabinet approved a robust response to the draft
National Planning Policy Framework and the Government’s proposed methodology
for assessing housing need. We will debate a motion on that later tonight.

The Renters’ Rights Bill has been re-introduced in Parliament with some significant
changes from the previous Government’s approach. New burdens funding has been
promised for the additional roles and responsibilities that the Council will perform as
local housing authority, particularly around enforcement, and details are awaited.
There has been no further news from DEFRA about revenue funding for the
introduction of food waste collections by April 2026 and this is of growing concern
when the Council will have to take decisions within the coming months if we are to
meet the deadline. Let us hope that the Budget will unlock information about that.

There continues to be good progress with our major capital schemes. The Castle
Road Castle Road temporary accommodation remains on budget and in line with
programme, with the installation of windows on the ground floor and concrete panels
to the roof earlier this month. The building should be watertight by the middle of
October.

Tenders for the capital works for the Brinton Park HLF Project closed on 22 July. On
4t September the Heritage Lottery Fund provided approval of the tender process
and our preferred contractor for the works, which has been awarded to McPhillips as
was announced earlier this week. The planning application was approved by the
Planning Committee last week. Building works are scheduled to be completed in
around a 12—14-month period.

Enabling works at the Piano Building started on 27 August. The Planning Committee
also approved the application for this project at its meeting last week. Main works are
due to start 4 November, with completion in July 2025.

Colleagues will have seen the press release issued on 23 August announcing the
appointment of the contractors for the Connectivity project. McPhillips took
possession of the site on 13 September, with start of works on 18 September.

Practical completion of The Old Court (the marketing name which is now being used
for the creative hub at the former magistrates’ court) has been confirmed as
expected on 6 December. The contractor is targeting major works to complete by end
of October to allow contractor and client snagging during November.

The first installation of electric vehicle charge points in our car parks was regrettably
delayed by issues at the contractor’s end and has led to adjustments to the
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installation programme. Their installation agent is due to set up a works compound in
Kidderminster, with installation commencing at car parks in central Kidderminster in
October. Installation in Bewdley and Stourport will follow.

Looking ahead, the Cabinet had a useful presentation and discussion with WSP and
Hemingway Design last month about future development sites in Kidderminster,
including the Lionfields site. The feasibility study for the latter is due to be completed
by January which | hope will allow decision-making by the spring on what scheme to
progress.

| am sure the Council would want to extend their best wishes to Councillor Bourne
who has had a baby girl since council last met in July and is currently on maternity
leave.

Finally, on Monday, | announced the appointment of Councillor Chris Rogers to the
Cabinet to serve as Cabinet Member for Housing, Health and Well-being in
succession to Councillor lan Hardiman. lan has given loyal and diligent service as a
member of the Cabinet for over seven years in the period since 2012, including five
years as Deputy Leader of the Council. It's a record of service of which he can be
proud, and | would like to reiterate my personal thanks to him.



