Agenda Item No. 4
WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL

Licensing and Environmental Committee
Council Chamber, Wyre Forest House, Finepoint Way, Kidderminster

8 April 2024 (10.30am)

Present:
Councillors: P Harrison (Chairman), K Henderson (Vice-Chairman), J Aston,
J F Byng, K Gale, | Hardiman, M McDonnell, S Miah, M Rayner and
L Whitehouse.
Observers:
There were no members present as observers.
LIC.30 Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors: A Sutton.
Councillor C Rogers was absent.
Councillor K Gale joined the meeting at 10.31am
LIC.31 Appointment of Substitutes
No substitutes were appointed.
LIC.32 Declaration of Interests
No declarations of interest were made.

LIC.33 Minutes

Decision: The minutes of the meeting held on 4 December 2023 be
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

LIC.34 Statement of Licensing Policy Review

The Committee received a report from the Principal Officer — Licensing (on
behalf of the Head of Worcestershire Regulatory Services for WFDC) that
asked the Committee to consider and approve the revised draft Statement of
Licensing Policy shown at Appendix 1 for the purpose of consultation with
relevant stakeholders.

The Principal Officer — Licensing presented the report, highlighting the
summary of changes to the policy found at Appendix 2 of the report, which
primarily covers new safeguarding legislation. He explained that the policy is
subject to formal review every 5 years, which also includes a consultation.
The Committee discussed the report fully and was given the opportunity to
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ask questions, to which Principal Officer — Licensing provided verbal
responses.

Agreed: The Committee considered the information in the report and

APPROVED the draft revised Statement of Licensing Policy shown at
Appendix 1 of the report, for the purpose of an 8-week consultation with
relevant parties.

Mandatory Safeguarding Training for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire
Drivers

The Committee considered a report from the Principal Officer — Licensing,
which informed Members of a recent review of the Council’s Hackney
Carriage and Private Hire Licensing policies in relation to driver training and
to seek committee approval to undertake a consultation with relevant
stakeholders on the proposal to introduce mandatory safeguarding training
for all Wyre Forest licensed hackney carriage and private hire drivers.

The Principal Officer — Licensing presented the report and outlined the key
issues for the Committee to take into consideration when making a decision.
Members were invited to ask questions and the Principal Officer — Licensing
provided verbal responses.

Agreed: The Committee agreed to:

1.1 NOTE the contents of the report, in particular the proposal to
introduce mandatory safeguarding training for all licensed
hackney carriage and private hire drivers.

1.2 APPROVE the undertaking of a 4-week public consultation
exercise on the proposal including the amendment of the Hackney
Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy at Appendix 1.

1.3 NOTE That a further report will be presented to this Committee

later in the year, presenting the results of the consultation
exercise.

There being no further business, the meeting ended at 11.24am.



