Agenda Item No. 3
WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL
CABINET

COUNCIL CHAMBER, WYRE FOREST HOUSE, FINEPOINT WAY, KIDDERMINSTER

10 JUNE 2025 (6PM)

CAB.O1

CAB.02

CAB.03

CAB.0O4

CAB.0O5

CAB.06

CAB.0O7

Present:

Councillors: M J Hart (Chairman), B Brookes (Vice-Chairman), D Morehead,
T L Onslow, C Rogers and D Ross.

Observers:
Councillor: F M Oborski MBE.

Apologies for Absence

There were no apologies for absence.
Declarations of Interests by Members
No declarations of interest were made.
Minutes

Decision: The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 8 April 2025 be
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

Call Ins

No decisions had been called in since the last Cabinet meeting.
ltems Requiring Urgent Attention

There were no items requiring urgent attention.

Public Participation

There was no public participation.

Budget and Performance Monitoring Fourth Quarter 2024-25
(PROVISIONAL OUTTURN)

A report was considered from the Head of Resources and s151 Officer that
briefed members on the Council’s financial and other performance at the end
of Quarter 4 ending 31 March 2025. The report also presented the provisional
draft (pre audit) outturn position for the 2024-25 financial year.

The Cabinet Member for Finance and Capital Portfolio presented the report
and formally moved the recommendations for approval. He thanked the Head
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of Resources and Head of Revenues, Benefits & Customer Services for
providing the report, and all other officers that had contributed to it.

The Cabinet Member for Finance and Capital Portfolio gave a detailed
summary of the background and key issues detailed in the report.

He explained that the final outturn position for 2024-25 showed a positive
variance of £660k against the revised budget in the approved Medium Term
Financial Strategy (MTFS).

He said that this was due to a combination of cost savings, additional
investment income and growth in income. He added that the cost savings of
services after funding variations but before the level of balances and reserves
was considered was £538k. He added that greater than expected investment
income of £310k arose from higher than anticipated base rate and there was a
capital account negative variance of £195k, due to transferring less from the
ear marked reserve to the Old Court House project.

In relation to a matter arising from the Overview and Scrutiny, the Cabinet
Member said that having reviewed the Q4 Budget and Performance Monitoring
report in detail, the committee asked for clarification on the spend of the grant
from the Levelling up Fund received for the refurbishment of Kidderminster
Town Hall. He said that although the grant in total covered three projects,
Canal Towpath, Kidderminster Town Hall and the Piano Building, no money of
the grant for the Town Hall had been or will be spent on anything other than the
Town Hall.

The Leader seconded the proposals.

The Vice-chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee, Councillor F
Oborski MBE, presented the recommendations from its meeting on 5 June
2025. She thanked the officers for the work they had done and for how they
had answered the questions at the meeting.

Decision: The Cabinet APPROVED:

1.1 The fully funded increase to the capital programme for Home
Upgrade Grants to match the final grant allocation (£51,055
increase).

1.2 The Capital Programme slippage.
1.3 The Cabinet NOTED:

1.4 The provisional outturn position, budget variations, virements and
comments within the report and appendices 1 to 5.

1.5 The performance against measures and actions as set out in the
report and appendix 6, the key achievements for 2024-25 as set out
in appendix 7.

1.6 Therecommendation from the Overview and Scrutiny Committee
from its meeting on 5th June.
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Wyre Forest District Council Planning Obligations Supplementary
Planning Document and Revocation of Redundant SPDs

A report was considered from the Head of Strategic Growth on

the Wyre Forest District Council (WFDC) Planning Obligations Supplementary
Planning Document (SPD). The report also revoked three Supplementary
Planning Documents following the adoption of the Local Plan in 2022 and
because some of the sites were now completed, making the SPDs redundant.

The Cabinet Member for Economic Regeneration, Planning and the Green
Agenda presented the report and formally moved the recommendations for
approval. He gave a detailed summary of the background and key issues
detailed in the report.

He explained that the Planning Obligations SPD was required to support the
implementation of policies in the WFDC adopted Local Plan 2016-2036. He
added that the SPD, attached to the report, had been prepared by the Planning
Policy Team in partnership with colleagues across several departments in
WEDC.

The Cabinet Member further explained that revocation was carried out in
accordance with regulation 15 of the Town and Country Planning (Local
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. He said that there was no requirement
for any consultation, but a revocation statement would be published online,
and the revoked documents would be removed from the planning policy web
pages. He thanked the Head of Strategic Growth and her team for the work
that had gone into the report.

The Leader seconded the proposals.

The Vice-chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee presented the
recommendations from its meeting on 5 June 2025.

Decision: In line with the recommendations from the Overview and
Scrutiny Committee from its meeting on 5 June 2025:

The Cabinet:

1.1 REVIEWED the draft Planning Obligations SPD and agree to a 4
week consultation on the SPD to take place from 11th June to 9th
July 2025.

1.2 REVOKED the following supplementary planning documents with
immediate effect:
Severn Road Development Brief (July 2001)
Churchfields Masterplan SPD (September 2011)
Bridge Street Basin Link Development Brief SPD (December 2005)

Development Brief (SA.S6) Supplementary Planning Document

A report was considered from the Head of Strategic Growth that presented the
Development Brief for SA.S6 Supplementary Planning Document (SPD).
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The Cabinet Member for Economic Regeneration, Planning and the Green
Agenda presented the report and formally moved the recommendations for
approval. He gave a detailed summary of the background and key issues
detailed in the report.

He explained that the Development Brief for SA.S6 SPD, had been prepared in
partnership with the Development Management, Planning Policy and Housing
colleagues at WFDC. He said that the officers had done an excellent job and
thanked them for their hard work. He added that a public consultation on the
Development Brief SPD had been undertaken between 16 September and 14
October 2024.

The Cabinet Member added that the SPD aimed to inform prospective
developers and local residents of the Council’s ambitions for a site in its
ownership. He said that the site offered up a fantastic opportunity to bring
forward a high-quality residential site that restores, supports and enhances
biodiversity, the wider Green Infrastructure network and improves connectivity
to the open countryside for the existing community that surrounds the site.

The Leader seconded the proposals.

The Vice-chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee presented the
recommendations from its meeting on 5 June 2025.

Decision: In line with the recommendations from the Overview and
Scrutiny Committee from its meeting on 5 June 2025:

The Cabinet ADOPTED the Development Brief (SA.S6) Supplementary
Planning Document.

CAB.10  Wyre Forest District Council Green Infrastructure Supplementary
Planning Document

A report was considered from the Head of Strategic Growth that presented the
draft Wyre Forest District Council (WFDC) Green Infrastructure
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD).

The Cabinet Member for Economic Regeneration, Planning and the Green
Agenda presented the report and formally moved the recommendations for
approval. He gave a detailed summary of the background and key issues
detailed in the report.

He explained that the Green Infrastructure SPD was required to support the
implementation of policies in the WFDC adopted Local Plan 2016-2036,
specifically policies SP.23 Protecting and Enhancing Biodiversity, SP.28
Green Infrastructure, DM.7 Open Space, DM.8 Provision for Open Space,
Sports Pitches and Outdoor Community Uses in Housing Development and
DM.24 Quality Design and Local Distinctiveness.

The Leader seconded the proposals.

Decision: The Cabinet AGREED a 4-week public consultation on the
draft Green Infrastructure SPD between the 11th June and 9th July.
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CAB.11 National Lottery Heritage Fund — Brinton Park Project

A report was considered from the Head of Community & Environment Services
that sought decisions on funding and other steps to complete the project.

The Cabinet Member for Culture, Leisure, Arts, and Community Safety
presented the report and formally moved the recommendations for approval.
She gave a detailed summary of the background and key issues detailed in the
report.

The Cabinet Member explained that, despite a number of unforeseen delays,
work on the project had commenced. She said it was very sad news that the
Sons of Rest Pavilion had to be demolished due to serious structural problems.
However the new building would reflect the historic character of the original
pavilion and would have improved community facilities including a new café
space.

The Leader seconded the proposals. He said that the project was a fantastic
legacy for the town of Kidderminster.

The Vice-chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee presented the
recommendations from its meeting on 5 June 2025.

Decision: In line with the recommendations from the Overview and
Scrutiny Committee from its meeting on 5 June 2025:

The Cabinet:

1.1 AGREED that, in line with the recommendations from the project
design team and notably the structural engineer’s report, the
existing Sons of Rest Pavilion building be demolished and its
reconstruction through a replacement pavilion building to be
erected on the site of the existing building in line with previously
agreed plans.

1.2 AGREED that the additional project costs of £460,000 associated
with the demolition and rebuilding works be released from the
Council’s Evergreen Fund including further project contingencies.

1.3 DELEGATED authority to the Head of Community and
Environment, in consultation with the Head of Resources, the
Solicitor to the Council and the Cabinet Member for Culture,
Leisure, Arts and Community Safety, to execute all necessary
actions and decisions in order to successfully deliver the revised
NLHF project timetable.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7pm.

The meeting is available for viewing on the Council’s website.
https://wyreforestdc.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcasts
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