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WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

SPECIAL COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL CHAMBER, WYRE FOREST HOUSE, FINEPOINT WAY, 
KIDDERMINSTER 

 
12 NOVEMBER 2025 (6PM) 

__________________________________________________________ 

 Present:  
 
Councillors: P Harrison (Chairman), G Connolly (Vice-Chairman), J Aston, 
J F Byng, L Carroll, V Caulfield, N J Desmond, R Drew, H E Dyke, P Dyke, 
K Gale, N Gale, J Griffiths, I Hardiman, M J Hart, K Henderson, D Little, 
N Martin, M McDonnell, S Miah, F M Oborski MBE, T L Onslow, M Rayner, 
C Rogers, D Russell, A Sutton, L Whitehouse, N Wilson and P W M Young. 

  
C.50 Apologies for Absence 
  
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors: E Bourne, 

B Brookes, D Morehead and D Ross.  
  
C.51 Declarations of Interests by Members 
  
 No declarations of interest were made. 
  
C.52 Reorganisation proposals for Worcestershire        
  
 A report was considered from the Chief Executive that invited Council to 

endorse final proposals for local government reorganisation in 
Worcestershire, for submission to the Government. 
 
Councillor P Young joined the meeting at 6.03pm.  
 
The Leader presented the report and formally moved the 
recommendations for approval. 
 
He said this was a very important decision and one that should rightly be 
taken by the sovereign body.  He added that this was the next step in the 
journey.  The final decision would be taken by the Secretary of State for 
Housing, Communities and Local Government. 
 
The Leader outlined the key issues detailed in the report. He highlighted 
the comparisons of estimates of savings and one-off costs for both one 
unitary and two unitary councils. 
 
Councillor C Rogers seconded the proposals. 
 
On behalf of the Labour Group, Councillor L Carroll moved an amendment 
to the motion. He presented an alternative proposal that Wyre Forest 
District Council support the two unitary options of North and South which 
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had the support of 5 out of 6 district councils and over 60% support in the 
public Shape survey that had been carried out. 
 
Councillor M McDonnell seconded the amendment. 
 
A debate on the amendment ensued. 
 
A number of members spoke against the amendment and outlined the 
reasons why they could not support it. 
 
Upon a vote, the amendment was defeated. 
 
Councillor N Martin left the meeting at 6.52pm and returned at 6.54pm. 
 
A debate on the substantive motion took place. 
 
Several members spoke in favour of the proposals. On behalf of the 
administration, Councillor N Desmond thanked the Chief Executive and the 
Head of Resources and Section 151 Officer, for all their hard work and 
professionalism over the period in putting the business case together and 
playing an active role in the process.  
 
A number of members spoke against the motion and outlined the reasons 
why they could not support it. 
 
The Leader addressed the issues raised during the debate. He thanked 
members for their contributions and urged Council to support the proposal 
for a one unitary model. 
 
Upon a vote, the substantive proposal was agreed.  

  
 Decision:  The Council CONFIRMED that:  

 
 1.1 it has not requested local government reorganisation; 

 
 1.2 if the Government requires the reorganisation of principal 

councils in Worcestershire, it supports the creation of one 
unitary council, on the basis that one council is likely to be 
more financially sustainable than two councils and avoids the 
cost and disruption that could be caused by disaggregation 
of services, in particular children’s and adult social services; 
 

 1.3 it supports the proposals set out in the “One Worcestershire” 
document for a newly created unitary council. 

  
 There being no further business, the meeting ended at 7.11pm.  
  
  
 


