Agenda Item No. 4
WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL

LICENSING AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE

COUNCIL CHAMBER, WYRE FOREST HOUSE, FINEPOINT WAY, KIDDERMINSTER

LIC.08

LIC.09

LIC.10

LIC.11

LIC.12

1 DECEMBER 2025 (10.30AM)

Present:

Councillors: K Henderson (Vice-Chairman), J F Byng, P Dyke, K Gale,
| Hardiman, P Harrison, S Miah, T L Onslow, M Rayner, C Rogers and
L Whitehouse.

Observers:

There were no members present as observers.

Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J Aston, M McDonnell
and A Sutton.

Appointment of Substitutes

Councillor P Dyke was a substitute for Councillor J Aston.
Councillor T L Onslow was a substitute for Councillor A Sutton.

Declaration of Interests

Councillor Miah declared that he had a personal interest in Agenda ltem No. 8
— Review of a Hackney Carriage / Private Hire Driver’s Licence, as he knew the
taxi driver concerned and he would leave the meeting when this item
commenced, and then return for Agenda item No. 9.

Minutes

Decision: The minutes of the meeting held on 6 October 2025 were
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

Review of Fees and Charges for the Council’s Licensing and Regulatory
Services Function 2026/27

The Committee received a report from the Head of Worcestershire Regulatory
Services on behalf of Wyre Forest District Council that informed members of
the recent review of the Council’s Licensing and Regulatory Services Function
fees and charges for the financial year 2026/27.

The Principal Licensing Officer presented the report, highlighting the key
issues detailed in the report and confirmed that comments resulting from
advertising the proposed variation to the fees would be brought back to
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Committee. Members were given the opportunity to ask questions and the
Principal Licensing Officer provided verbal responses.

Decision: The Committee:

1.1 NOTED the contents of the report, in particular the draft Licensing
& Environmental Health fees and charges for 2026/27 at
Appendix 1 of the report.

1.2 RECOMMEND to Council that the proposals for fees and charges
within the Council’s Licensing, Food, Health, Safety, Pollution
Control and Technical Services functions for 2026/27, as detailed
in the report, be included in the Council’s 2026/27 budget strategy.

Exclusion of the Press and Public

Decision: Under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972 the
press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of
the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the
likely disclosure of “Exempt Information” as defined in paragraphs 7 of
Part | of Schedule 12A of the Act.

Councillor S Miah left the meeting at 11.02am
Review of a Hackney Carriage / Private Hire Driver’s Licence

The Chairman welcomed the licence holder and his son, who was in
attendance to translate, when necessary, to the meeting and explained the
order of proceedings. He asked the licence holder if he had read and
understood the procedure note, which had been enclosed with the notification
of the meeting, and the licence holder confirmed this. The Chairman gave
members a further opportunity to declare any interests, and there were none.

The Principal Licensing Officer introduced the Technical Licensing Officer,
who presented the exempt report, which asked the Committee to consider
and determine whether the licence holder remains a fit and proper person to
hold a licence to drive hackney carriage and private hire vehicles. The
Technical Licensing Officer outlined the key issues for the Committee to take
into consideration when making their decision. Members were given the
opportunity to ask questions, and the Technical Licensing Officer and the
Principal Licensing Officer gave verbal responses.

The applicant was invited to address the Committee, and his son gave a
further explanation of the background of the situation and how it had arisen.
He then responded to questions from members, on his father’s behalf. The
Technical Licensing Officer gave a closing statement.

The Principal Licensing Officer, the Technical Licensing Officer, the licence
holder and his son left the meeting at 11.20am for members to deliberate their
decision. The Solicitor and the Assistant Committee Services Officer stayed
in the meeting whilst the Committee reached their decision.
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The Principal Licensing Officer, the Technical Licensing Officer, the licence
holder and his son re-entered the meeting at 12.03pm and the Solicitor read
out the decision of the Committee.

Decision: Having reviewed the licence holder’s Hackney Carriage /
Private Hire Driver’s Licence and carefully considered whether the

licence holder is a fit and proper person to continue to hold such a
licence, the Committee have decided, with due consideration of the
Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy:

That the licence holder’s Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Driver’s Licence
is revoked under s 61 (1) (b) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 1976 on the grounds that the Committee are not
satisfied that the licence holder remains “a fit and proper person” to
continue to hold such a Licence in light of:

1. The licence holder’s failure to complete the mandatory
safeguarding training, as required by section 2.9.6 of the
Council’s Policy, over a 16 month period despite multiple
reminders from the licensing officers.

2. The explanation he offered for his failure to comply with the Policy
requirements to the Committee during the hearing, namely that he
forgot and having offered no real mitigation to the Committee for
the lack of action on his part.

3. Safeguarding training is absolutely critical for taxi drivers who
deal daily with vulnerable people who rely on taxis for transport.
The licence holder’s attitude towards safeguarding is lacklustre,
and whilst the Committee accepts that he eventually did
undertake the required training, it is clear to the Committee that he
does not treat it with the level of seriousness this matter deserves
and as such the Committee is not persuaded that with his attitude
he does not present a danger to the safety of the travelling public.

The Committee does have the power under s 61 (2B) of the Local
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 to revoke the licence
with immediate effect in exceptional circumstances, if it appears that the
interests of public safety require it. The Committee considers that there
are no exceptional circumstances in this case.

Councillor S Miah returned to the meeting at 12.08pm.
Review of a Hackney Carriage / Private Hire Driver’s Licence

The Committee received a report from the Head of Worcestershire Regulatory
Services to consider and determine whether a licence holder remains a fit and
proper person to hold a licence to drive hackney carriage and private hire
vehicles. The licence holder was not in attendance.

The Technical Licensing Officer presented the exempt report, which asked
the Committee to consider and determine whether the licence holder remains
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a fit and proper person to hold a licence to drive hackney carriage and private
hire vehicles. The Technical Licensing Office outlined the key issues for the
Committee to take into consideration when making their decision. Members
were given the opportunity to ask questions, and the Technical Licensing
Officer and the Principal Licensing Officer gave verbal responses.

In view of the absence of the licence holder, members requested that a Safe
and Well visit is organised, as the licence holder had not responded to various
attempts to make contact over some months, and we have a duty of care.

The Principal Licensing Officer and the Technical Licensing Officer left the
meeting at 12.43pm for members to deliberate their decision. The Solicitor
and the Assistant Committee Services Officer stayed in the meeting whilst the
Committee reached their decision.

The Principal Licensing Officer and the Technical Licensing Officer re-entered
the meeting at 12.56pm and the Solicitor read out the decision of the
Committee.

Decision: Having reviewed the licence holder’'s Hackney Carriage /
Private Hire Driver’'s Licence and carefully considered whether the
licence holder is a fit and proper person to continue to hold such a
licence, the Committee have decided, with due consideration of the
Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy and the Standard
conditions attached to Licence contained therein:

That the licence holder ‘s Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Driver’s Licence
is revoked under s 61 (1) (b) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 1976 on the grounds that the Committee are not satisfied
that the licence holder remains “a fit and proper person” to continue to
hold such a Licence in light of:

1. The licence holder’s failure to remain subscribed to the DBS
Update Service whilst he remains licensed to drive hackney
carriage/private hire vehicles as required by section 2.6.1 of the
Council’s Policy and standard condition B.14 despite multiple
reminders from the licensing team to ensure that he renews his
subscription to the Service.

2. The licence holder’s failure to communicate in any way with the
licensing office regarding the matter and his failure to attend
today’s hearing without any explanation or apology in the opinion
of the Committee shows a total disrespect for the mandatory
conditions attached to his licence and the importance of
compliance with them for the safety of the traveling pubilic.

In light of the above the Committee has decided to revoke the licence
holder’s Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Driver’s Licence.

The Committee does have the power under s 61 (2B) of the Local
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 to revoke the licence
with immediate effect in exceptional circumstances, if it appears that the

9



Agenda Item No. 4

interests of public safety require it. The Committee considers that there
are exceptional circumstances in this case, namely that the licensing
office is prevented from checking the licence holder’s current DBS
status, which presents a threat to the safety of the travelling public and
as such revokes the licence with immediate effect.

There being no further business, the meeting ended at 12.58pm.
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